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THE   ANSWER 


arrett  ^Mmuue  Saplist   (Efanxth,  Jjjostjo 

GEO.  F.  PENTECOST,  PASTOR, 

To  a  Resolution  of  Inquiry  concerning  the  Report  that  she  "  Has  Dei 
Essentially  from  the  Faith  and  Practice  of  the  Churches  "  o 
Boston  North  Baptist  Association,  adopted  by  the  Association  con 
at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  September  20  and  21,   1876. 

" Dear  Brethren : 

"At  the  last  Anniversary  of  the  Boston  North  Baptist  Association,  held  Sep 
20th  and  2 1  st,  1876,  the  following  action  was  taken  :  — 

"'Whereas,  It  is  currently  reported  that  the  Warren  Avenue  Baptist  Chur 
departed  essentially  from  the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Churches  of  this  Associat 

" '  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Investigation  be  appointed  to  inquire  ir 
truth  of  this  report,  and  report  to  this  Association  at  its  next  meeting.' 

"The  Committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  resolution  consists  of  the  fol 
persons:  —  Reverends  G.  F.  Warren,  H.  Hinckley,  G.  S.  Abbott,  F.  Johnson,  ^ 
Boyd,  and  Brethren  A.  P.  Penniman,  and  H.  A.  Stevens. 

"At  a  meeting  of  this  Committee,  held  in  Tremont  Temple,  April  23,  1877, 
resolved,  to  express  to  the  Warren   Avenue   Church,  the  desire  of  the  Commit 
pursue  the  duty  assigned  it  with  the  most  cordial  and  fraternal  sentiments  towarj 
Church.  I 

"  It  was  further  resolved,  to  invite  the  Church  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  mee 
the  Committee  of  the  Association,  and  lay  before  it  the  facts  in  reference  to  the 
referred  to  in  the  Resolution  above  quoted  ;  or,  if  the  Church  prefers  any  other  c 
the  Committee  will  be  happy  to  consider  it. 

"  G.  F.  Warren,  Chairma\ 

"  H.  Hinckley,  Clerk. 

"Further  action  was  taken,  instructing  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  to  forwa 
letter  to  the  Church,  and  make  such  arrangements  for  the  mutual  conference  as  r 
best.  In  accordance  with  which  I  hereby  transmit  this  letter,  and  await  your  i 
action.  Yours  fraternally, 

"  H.   Hinckley,  Clerk  of  Committee 

In  response  to  the  above  communication,  the  Church  appointed  the  fol 
a  Committee  to  confer  with  the  Committee  of  the  Association  : — George  F.  Pen 
Pastor,  Deacons  Joseph  Sawyer,  and  George  L.  Norris,  and  Brethren  Arthur  W.  S 
Clerk,  Harry  Hinman,  L.  P.  Wiggin,  and  P.  F.  Folsom. 


mutual  conference  of  the  two  Committees  was  held  on  the  4th  day  of  June,  1877, 
failed  of  a  satisfactory  result ;  whereupon  the  Committee  of  the  Association, 
h   its   Clerk,  communicated  with  us  as  follows  :■ 

he  Committee  appointed  by  the  Boston  North  Baptist  Association,  beg  leave  to 
the  following  questions,  in  accordance  with  the  results  of  the  late  conference:  — 

;st.  What  was  the  faith  of  your  Church  concerning  the  relation  of  Baptism  to 
"d's  Supper,  at  the  time  the  Boston  North  Baptist  Association  was  formed  ? 

id.  What  was  the  practice  of  your  Church  concerning  the  relation  of  Baptism 
Lord's  Supper,  at  the  time  the  Boston  North  Baptist  Association  was  formed  ? 

,d.     Have  you  made  any  change  since  that  time  in  your  faith  concerning  this 

ith.     Have  you  made  any  change  since  that  time  in  your  practice  concerning  this 

5th.     Will  you  please  specify  what  these  changes  have  been  ? 

The  Coumittee  of  the  Association  will   be  pleased  to   receive  your  answers  in 
j,  or  in  mutual  conference,  at  your  convenience. 
"  Yours  in  behalf  of  Committee, 

"  H.  Hinckley,  Clerk. 
Cambri|dgeport,  June  6,  1877." 

reply   to  the  foregoing,  the  Committee  of  the  Church  submitted  the  following 
Committee  of  the  Association  :  — 

he    Warren  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  to  the  Boston  North  Baptist  Association: 

Brethren  : 

rE  are  in  receipt  of  a  communication  informing  us  that  Reverends  G.  F.  Warren, 
nckley,  Franklin  Johnson,  W.  W.  Boyd,  and  G.  S.  Abbott,  and  Brethren  A.  P, 
nan  and  H.  A.  Stevens,  were,  at  your  last  annual  meeting,  September  20th  and 
876,  appointed  by  you  a  Committee  under  the  Resolution  which  sets  forth  that 


It  is  currently  reported   that  the  Warren  Avenue  Baptist  Church  has  essentially 

ed  from  the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Churches  of  this  Association." 

■ 

1  proceeding  to  discharge  the  duty  imposed  on  them  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the 
ness  of  this  rumor,  your  Committee  indicate  its  understanding  of  the  scope  of 
lission  by  submitting  to  us  several  questions  relating  to  our  faith  and  practice  in 
to  the  observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

living  the  question  of  the  right  of  a  Baptist  Association  to  originate  and  exercise 
licial,  disciplinary,  or  inquisitorial  authority  over  the  internal  economy  of  a  regu- 
mstituted  and  recognized  Baptist  Church  ;  and  holding  no  views  of  the  teachings 
New  Testament  which  we  are  unwilling  to  avow  before  you  or  any  other  persons, 
m  it  proper  and  fraternal  that  we  should,  in  the  first  place,  give  you  a  clear  and 
statement  of  the  facts  out  of  which  the  reports  concerning  us  have  arisen, 
lis  Church,  at  the    time  of  its  organization  in    1743,  adopted,  in  common   with 


nearly  every  Baptist  Church  then  in  existence  in  this  country,  the  well-known  and 
standard  articles  of  Baptist  faith,  called  the  "  Confession  of  1689." 

These  articles  of  faith,  without  any  alteration,  continued  to  be  the  standard  and 
exponent  of  the  faith  of  this  Church  until  the  year  1821,  when  the  Church,  for  greater 
convenience,  prepared  a  brief  summary  of  the  older  formulas.  It  was  at  this  time  that 
a  clause  was  introduced  declaring  that  Baptism,  by  scriptural  example,  is  a  prerequisite 
to  a  participation  in  the  observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  In  the  year  1875,  the 
Church,  without  a  dissenting  vote,  saw  fit  to  restore  the  original  articles,  to  wit :  the 
Confession  of  1689,  under  which  we  were  constituted  ;  and  in  order  to  make  the 
restoration  complete  and  real,  the  Church  also  resolved  to  strike  out  the  interpolated 
article  which  declared  Baptism  to  be  a  prerequisite  to  the  observance  of  the  Lord's 
Supper. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  therefore,  the  Church,  in  its  more  recent  action  in  abstaining 
from  making  any  deliverance  concerning  the  relation  of  Baptism  to  the  Lord's  Supper, 
has  simply  conformed  her  present  attitude  to  that  which  she  maintained  for  nearly  a 
century,  under  the  articles  of  1689. 

It  is,  we  suppose,  in  view  of  the  changes  above  recited,  that  the  rumor  has  arisen 
that  the  "  Church  has  departed  essentially  from  the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Churches 
of  this  Association.     Our  answer  to  the  allegation  is  a  general  denial  of  its  correctness 

1.     As  to  our  Faith. 

We  deny,  in  the  first  place,  that  we  have  "  departed  essentially  from  the  faith  of  the 
Churches  of  this  Association." 

We  have  simply  returned  to  the  Confession  of  Faith  under  which  the  Church  was 
constituted,  and  which,  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  earliest  Associations  in 
America,  to  wit:  the  Philadelphia,  Warren,  and  Boston,  was  accepted  by  the  Baptist 
Churches  composing  such  Associations,  as  the  recognized  standard  of  Baptist  belief. 
The  old  Warren  Association,  (of  which  this  Church  became  an  original  member,)  was 
organized  twenty-five  years  after  the  constitution  of  this  Church,  with  the  advice  and 
co-operation  of  the  Philadelphia  Association,  and  declared,  as  its  doctrinal  basis,  "  the 

of  this  Con- 
Ministers   of 


Confession  of  1689."  And  even  to  this  day,  subscription  to  the  substanc( 
fession  is  required  by  the  constitution  of  the  Ministerial  Union  of  Baptist 
New  York  State,  as  essential  to  membership  therein. 


"This  Confession,"  says  Dr.  Cutting,  in  his  Historical  Vindication,  {'pages  91,  92,) 
incontestably  links  itself  with  the  first  real  progress  of  the  Baptists  in   jSfew  England. 


Prior  to  174.1,  few  in   numbers,  divided  on  doctrinal  questions,  and  weak 


in  influence, 


they  enter  then  upon  their  course  of  remarkable  development ;  raising  aloft  this  vener- 
able formulary,  as  the  acknowledged  exposition  and  embodiment  of  their  views  of  Divine 
truth.  That  acknowledgment  abides  to  this  day  in  the  platform  of;  the  Warren 
Association,  and  its  influence  remains  in  the  faith  of  all  the  Baptist  Associations  of  New 
England." 

We  confess  that  we  are  amazed  that  we  should  find  ourselves,  at  this  day,  subjected 
to  the  charge  of  having  "  departed  essentially  from  the  faith  of  the  Chuirches  of  this 
Association,"  simply  because  we  have  reaffirmed  the  identical  Confession  which  underlies 


4 

the  history  of  the  Baptist  Churches  of  New  England,  and  to  which,  under  God,  they  owe 
their  present  unity  of  faith  and  prosperity.  If  it  be  true  that  in  making  this  reaffirm- 
ation we  can  b^  justly  charged  with  having  "departed  essentially  from  the  faith  of  the 
Churches  of  this  Association,"  it  does  not  seem  to  us  to  be  an  impertinence  to  raise  the 
question  whether  "the  Churches  of  this  Association"  have  not  themselves  departed 
essentially  from  the  faith  held  by  the  Churches  out  of  which  they  have  sprung.  If  these 
articles  affirmed  essentially  the  faith  of  the  Baptist  Churches  existing  at  the  time  of  the 
formation  of  the  old  Boston  Association,  how  comes  it  that  a  reaffirmation  of  them  can 
■expose  us  to  the  charge  of  having  "  departed  essentially  from  the  faith  of  the  Churches  " 
which  historically  belong  to  the  same  body. 

Now,  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  this  Confession  makes  no  mention  whatever  of  the 
relation  of  Baptism  to  the  Lord's  Supper.  It  simply  insists  upon  moral  and  spiritual 
conditions  as  qualification  for  participation  in  this  service.  It  says,  "  All  ignorant  arid 
ungodly  persons,  as  they  are  unfit  to  enjoy  communion  with  Christ,  so  they  are  unworthy 
of  the  Lord's  tabled  Moreover,  its  silence  as  to  the  relation  of  these  ordinances,  was 
not  an  oversight,  but  an  intended  omission  ;  it  says  :  — 


"  We  are 
therein,  there 
among  ourseh 


not  insensible,  that  as  to  the  order  of-  God's  house,  and  entire  communion 
are  some  things  wherein  we  (as  well  as  others)  are  not  in  full  accord 
es  ;  as,  for  instance,  the  known  principle  and  state  of  the  consciences 
of  divers  of  us  who  have  agreed  in  this  Confession  is  such,  that  we  cannot  hold  Church 
communion  with  any  other  than  baptized  believers  and  Churches  constituted  of  such  ; 
yet  some  others  of  us  have  a  greater  liberty  and  freedom  in  our  spirits  in  that  way,  and 
therefore  we  have  purposely  omitted  the  mention  of  things  of  that  nature." 

This  avowal  indicates  not  only  the  fact  that  there  were  differences  of  opinion 
among  Baptist  Churches  regarding  the  relation  of  these  ordinances,  but  clearly  implies 
that  it  recognizes  the  right  and  liberty  of  Baptist  Churches,  and  the  members  therein, 
to  hold  different  opinions  thereon,  without  giving  the  right  of  the  one  party  to  charge 
the  other  with  having  "departed  essentially  from  the  faith"  of  the  Baptist  Churches. 

Still  further,  this  Confession  explains,  as  an  additional  reason  why  it  omits  any 
statement  regarding  the  relation  of  the  ordinances,  a  desire  to  assert  their  fellowship  and 
unity  with  Christians  of  other  names,  on  the  important  articles  of  the  Christian  religion  ; 
for  it  says  :  — 

"  We  have  purposely  omitted  the  mention  of  things  of  that  nature,  that  we  might 
concur  in  giving  this  evidence  of  our  agreement  both  among  ourselves  and  with  other 


good  Christia 


ns,  on  those   important  articles  of   the  Christian  religion  mainly  insisted 


on  by  us  ;  and  this,  notwithstanding  we  all  esteem  it  our  chief  concern,  both  among 
ourselves  and  all  others,  that  in  every  place  call  upon  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord,  both  theirs  and  ours,  and  love  Him  in  sincerity,  to  endeavor  to  keep  the  unity 
of  the  spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace;  and  in  order  thereunto,  to  exercise  all  godliness  and 
meekness  with  long  suffering,  forbearing  one  another  in  love." 

Furthermore,  it  is  an  undeniable  and  well  ascertained  fact,  that  many  other  churches 
in  this  country  whose  place  in  the  fraternity  of  Baptist  Churches  is  unchallenged,  and 
even  some  in  this  Association,  maintain  a  similar  silence  regarding  the  particular 
relation  of  Ba  ptism  to  the  Lord's  Supper.     We  are  therefore  utterly  at  a  loss  to  perceive 


the  justice  or  propriety  of  your  special  and  inquisitorial  action,  regarding  the  Warren 
Avenue  Baptist  Church,  when,  in  fact,  she  has  merely  chosen,  in  the  exercise  of  her 
sovereign  independency,  not  to  make  any  specific  affirmation  concerning  n  question  with 
regard  to  which  other  Baptist  Churches  have  assumed  a  similar  liberty  of 'silence. 

2.   As  to  our  Practice. 

We  deny  that  we  have  "  departed  essentially  from  the  practice  of  the  Churches  of 
this  Association,"  in  regard  to  the  observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
there  exists  among  the  Churches  of  this  Association,  as  among  Churches  of  other 
Associations,  a  variety  of  practice  ;  one  Church  proceeds  upon  the  theory  that  the 
observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper  ought  to  be  restricted  to  its  own  members,  to  the 
exclusion  of  members  of  other  Baptist  Churches  ;  another,  that  it  may  invite  "  all  who 
are  in  good  and  regular  standing  in  Churches  of  like  faith  and  order;"  another  prefers 
to  employ  the  equivocal  invitation  to  "  sister  churches  "  ;  another  invites  "  all  baptized 
believers,"  whether  belonging  to  Baptist  or  Pedo-Baptist  Churches ;  others,  wishing  to 
be  more  specific,  invite  only  "immersed  believers";  another  chooses  to  abstain  from 
giving  any  invitation  whatever.  One  Church  deems  it  orderly  to  withhold  the  elements 
from  a  visiting  Pedo-Baptist ;  another  thinks  it  proper  to  allow  him  to  partake  "  as  an 
act  of  courtesy,"  or  "on  his  own  responsibility;"  one  Church  may,  without  forfeiting 
its  standing,  subject  to  discipline  and  expulsion  one  of  its  members  who  shall  have 
partaken  of  the  Supper  with  a  Pedo-Baptist  Church  ;  and  another  may,  with  equal 
impunity,  ignore  such  a  so-called  irregularity,  or  may  recognize  the  right  of  any  of  its 
members  to  partake  in  a  Pedo-Baptist  Church,  because  his  own  baptism  is  deemed  an 
orderly  qualification  ;  one  Church  may  refuse  to  receive  into  its  fellowship  a  person 
holding  what  are  regarded  "  open  communion  views  ; "  and  another,  as  is  true  of  many 
Baptist  Churches,  may  receive  such  an  ■  one,  in  the  presence  of  his  explicit  avowal 
of  such  convictions. 

Such  are  some  of  the  varieties  in  the  practice  of  Baptist  Churches  throughout  the 
land,  and  they  obtain  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  among  the  Churches  of  this  Associ- 
ation. And  in  the  presence  of  this  undeniable  variety  of  practice,  we  confess  our 
inability  to  determine  by  which  one  of  them  our  alleged  departure  from  the  practice  of 
the  Churches  of  this  Association,  is  to  be  determined. 

The  'Warren  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  in  its  practice,  welcomes  the  participation  of 
all  who  have  professed  their  personal  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  an  atoning  Saviour, 
and  allows  its  pastor  to  invite  all  such,  who  at  the  time  are  living  in  conscious  fellowship 
with  Him.  At  the  same  time  it  approves  the  teaching  of  its  pastor,  that  Baptism  is  the 
consummated  and  formal  expression  of  the  believer's  faith,  and  therefore,  as  a  matter  of 
order,  should  precede  not  only  the  Lord's  Supper,  but  every  act  of  worship  and  service 
that  belongs  to  the  Christian  life.  In  a  word,  our  faith  and  practice  proceed  upon  the 
solemn  conviction  that  our  Lord  has  nowhere  taught  that  it  is  His  will  that  one  portion 
of  His  followers  should  assume  the  responsibility  of  denying  the  right  of  other  of  His 
followers  to  declare  in  this  precious  symbol,  the  fact  of  their  faith  in  Him,  their  interest 
in  His  blood,  and  their  unity  in  His  body,  simply  because  they  do  not  agree  with  us  in 


their  understanding  of  the  terms  that  teach  the  doctrine  of  Baptism.  Our  practice 
assumes  that  the.  essential  qualification  to  participation  in  the  Lord's  Supper,  is  not  a 
precedent  ceremonial  observance,  but  a  spiritually  imparted  ability  to  discern  the  Lord's 
body,  and  in  the  determination  of  this  ability,  disclaims  our  right  to  settle  it  for  another, 
but  allows  each  one  to  examine  himself  and  so  eat  of  the  bread  and  drink  of  the  cup. 

3.     As  to   whether  our  position    is   an   essential    departure  froTn    the  faith   and 
practice  of  the  Churches  of  this  Association. 

While  frankly  acknowledging  that  our  position  adds  another  element  to  the 
category  of  variations  which  already  obtain  in  the  practice  of  Churches  in  this  and 
other  Associations,  we  deny  that  it  is  of  a  character  which  ought  to  convict  us  of 
having  "departed  essentially  from  the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Churches  of  this  Associ- 
ation." We  make  this  denial,  first,  on  historical  grounds.  The  fact  that  the  Boston 
Association,  of  which  the  Boston  North  and  South  Associations  are  only  continuations, 
admitted  into  its  fellowship  this  and  other  Churches,  whose  articles  of  faith  made  no 
avowal  of  the  specific  relation  of  the  ordinances,  proves  that  the  adoption  of  the 
restricted  theory  and  of  a  practice  conforming  thereto,  was  not  regarded  by  it,  as  essen- 
tial to  the  existence  and  integrity  of  a  Baptist  Church.  The  Confession  of  1689,  dis- 
tinctly recognizes  the  right  of  Churches  to  hold  different  opinions  and  practices  concern- 
ing this  subjecjt.  Besides  this,  it  is  undeniably  true  that  some  of  the  Churches,  if  not  all, 
do  not  regard  or  consider  a  belief  and  practice  in  what  is  called  "close  communion,"  as 
an  essential  article  of  "faith  and  practice,"  inasmuch  as  some,  even  of  the  most 
pronounced  of  them,  do  not  hesitate  to  admit  into  their  membership  persons  holding 
and  avowing  open  communion  sentiments,  and  reserving  to  themselves  liberty  of  prac- 
tice in  this  matter  ;  they  only  require  that  such  persons  shall  not  be  of  a  contentious 
spirit,  a  provision  which  may  be  properly  demanded  of  persons  holding  any  views  what- 
ever ;  but  this  very  reservation  itself  proves,  that  the  mere  holding  of  so-called  open 
communion  sentiments,  and  the  practice  conformable  thereto,  is  not  a  bar  to  member- 
ship in  a  Baptist  Church,  and  hence  cannot  be  considered  as  an  essential  departure 
from  the  faith1  and  practice  of  the  Churches.  Moreover,  the  advocates  of  the  restricted 
theory  themselves  are  forced  to  admit  that  the  New  Testament  makes  no  explicit 
declaration  affirming  it,  and  are  compelled  to  justify  it  as  a  mere  matter  of  inference. 
But  no  doctrine  of  inference  can  have  that  authority  over  the  conscience  which  belongs 
only  to  a  positive  and  clearly  revealed  law  or  precept.  Christ  surely  has  not  left  to  the 
deductions  of  man's  imperfect  understanding  and  judgment,  any  element  which  is  essen- 
tial to  the  faith  and  practice  of  His  Church.  And  the  very  attempt  to  make  such  an 
inference  an  essential  article  in  Christian  doctrine  or  practice,  is  a  denial  of  the  supreme 
authority  and  sufficiency  of  the  Word  of  God,  a  reflection  on  the  wisdom  of  the  Founder 
of  His  Church,  and  substantially  an  assertion  of  the  superior  authority  of  the  traditions  of 
men  to  the  commandments  of  God.  Baptists  have  always  held,  as  an  essential  and  inva- 
riable feature  of  Christian  doctrine,  that  the  Bible  is  the  sufficient  and  only  rule  of  faith 
and  practice.  And  we  deem  ourselves  to  be  more  loyal  to  its  teachings,  in  declining  to 
affirm,  as  binding  on  the  conscience,  what  God  Himself  has  not  declared.     As  to  that 


regarding  which  He  has  not  spoken,  let  all  the  earth  keep  silence.  We  therefore  maintain 
that  the  proposition  to  make  any  opinion,  which  is  confessed  by  its  ac.vocates  to  be 
only  an  inference  of  human  judgment,  an  essential  doctrine,  is  itself  a  departure  from 
the  faith  and  practice  of  Baptist  Churches.  We  think  it  better  to  say,  in  the  language 
of  the  Confession  of  1689,  "  If  any  such  case  happen  to  be  debated  among  Christians, 
which  is  not  plainly  determinable  by  the  Scriptures,  we  think  it  safest  to  leave  such 
things  undecided,  until  the  second  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  or,  as  they  did  in  the 
Churches  of  old,  until  there  should  arise  a  priest  with  Urim  and  Thummim,  that 
might  certainly  inform  them  of  the  mind  of  God  thereabout."  And  we  are  not  yet 
prepared  to  believe  that  any  such  infallible  interpreter  of  the  Divine  will  has  made  his 
appearance  in  the  councils  or  Associations  of  Baptist  Churches.  Rather  we  believe 
that  opinions  regarding  this  subject  belong  to  that  class  of  non-essential  questions, 
concerning  which  the  Apostle  insists  that  every  man  shall  "be  fully  persuaded  in  his 
own  mind,"  and  in  regard  to  which  no  man  shall  "judge  another  man's  servant,"  or  in 
other  words,  that  it  belongs  to  that  class  of  disputed  questions  about  which,  as  Conant 
renders  the  passage,  the  Church  must  not  make  a  decision.     (Rom.  xiv.  r.) 

Still  further,  Baptist  Churches,  while  agreeing  in  the  essential  doctrines  of 
Christian  faith,  do  recognize  wide  differences  of  opinion  and  practice  pertaining 
especially  to  the  constitution  and  order  of  the  Church.  In  regard  to  the  laying  on  of 
hands,  of  ordination,  of  qualification  for  the  administration  of  ordinances,  of  the  re- 
baptism  of  persons  previously  immersed  by  Pedo-Baptist  ministers,  of  the  degree  and 
extent  of  the  fellowship  to  be  observed  toward  Pedo-Baptist  Churches,  and  even  con- 
cerning the  relation  of  the  ordinances  and  the  practices  pertaining  thereto,  experience 
has  taught  Baptists  the  wisdom  of  allowing  the  widest  divergences  ofi  opinion  and 
practice,  and  has  proved  that  such  an  allowance  has  promoted  rather  than  retarded  their 
prosperity,  and  ministered  to  their  unity  and  fellowship. 


Finally,  We  are  not  unmindful,  however,  that  your  Committee  has  seen  fit  to  ask 
us  concerning  the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Church  at  the  time  of  the  division  of  the  old 
Boston  Association.  We  answer,  that  at  the  time  of  this  division  the  articles  of  the 
Church  did  declare  that  Baptism  was  a  prerequisite  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  but  we  also 
declare  that  this  Church,  when  it  became  a  member  of  the  Boston  Association,  held  the 
Confession  of  1689  unchanged  and  unchallenged.  The  two  Associations  now  dis- 
tinguished as  "  North  "  and  "  South,"  are  not  historically  new  bodies,  but  continuations 
of  the  old  Boston  Association,  and  unless  you  are  prepared  to  affirm  and  prove  that  this 
Church  ought  not  to  have  been  received  into  the  Boston  Association  while  holding  this 
Confession,  and  would  not  have  been  received  into  the  Boston  North  Association  if  it  had 
still  retained  it,  we  deny  the  relevancy  of  your  inquiry.  Moreover,  the  Warren  Avenue 
Baptist  Church  became  a  member  of  the  Boston  North  Association,  not  by  virtue  of  the 
articles  as  then  held,  but  by  virtue  of  the  status  which  it  had  already  acquired)  as  a 
member  of  the  Boston  Association.  The  Boston  North  Association  was  not  cognizant 
of  any  change  in  our  articles,  and  made  no  inquiry  into  the  matter.  And  surely,  few  will 
pretend  that  a  Church  holding  the  Confession  of   1689,  was  thereby  disqualified"  from 
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membership  in  the  old  Boston  Association,  or  in  either  of  the  bodies  into  which  it  is 
now  divided.  Such  an  assumption  would  amount  to  an  assertion,  either  that  the  Con- 
fession of  1689  failed  to  express  the  faith  and  practice  essential  to  a  Baptist  Church,  or 
that  the  Churches  of  this  Association  have  "  departed  essentially  from  the  faith  and 
practice  "  of  Baptist  Churches. 

We  have  thus,  dear  Brethren,  set  forth  all  the  facts  pertaining  to  our  faith  and 
practice,  contemplated  by  your  Resolution.  But  we  desire  to  assure  you  that  we  have 
taken  our  position  in  no  spirit  of  schism.  We  have  taken  it  under  a  solemn  sense  of 
our  responsibility  to  Christ  as  the  Head  over  that  Church  which  is  His  body,  and  of 
which  Baptist  Churches  are  only  members  in  particular.  To  quote  once  more  from 
our  venerable  confession  :  — 

"Let  it  not  therefore  be  judged  of  us,  (because  much  has  been  written  on  this 
subject,  and  yet  we  continue  this  our  practice  different  from  others,)  that  it  is  out  of 
obstinacy,  but  rather,  as  the  truth  is,  that  we  do  herein,  according  to  the  best  of  our 
understandings,  worship  God  out  of  a  pure  mind,  yielding  obedience  to  His  precepts, 
in  that  method  which  we  take  to  be  most  agreeable  to  the  Scriptures  of  truth  and 
primitive  practice." 

We  make  no  demand  that  other  Churches  shall  agree  with  us  in  this  view,  and 
hold  ourselves  ready,  and  would  earnestly  desire  to  live  in  concord  with  you,  and  to 
co-operate  with  you  in  all  labors  that  will  serve  the  general  interests  of  Christ's  kingdom, 
and  the  special  efficiency  and  prosperity  of  Baptist  Churches.  We  shall  not  regard  our 
retention  among  you  as  a  surrender  of  your  convictions,  nor  an  endorsement  of  ours, 
but  shall  simply  feel  that  you  and  we  are  mutually  desirous  of  walking  together  in  the 
things  in  which  we  are  agreed,  and  are  willing  to  leave  the  solution  of  this  and  other 
minor  questions  of  difference,  to  the  developments  of  Providence  and  the  further 
enlightening  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

If,  with  jthis  avowal  before  you,  you  shall  decide  to  assume  the  responsibility  of 
denying  us  any  longer  a  place  in  your  brotherhood,  we  shall  regret  your  decision,  and 
earnestly  trust  that  God  will  give  to  you  and  to  us  the  grace  of  an  enlarged  charity,  and 
the  practical  recognition  of  that  higher  and  grander  fellowship,  which  asserts  the  unity  of 
all  God's  people,  of  whatever  name,  as  members  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

Approved  by  the  Warren  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  and  by  its  order  signed  by 

GEORGE    F.   PENTECOST,   Pastor. 
A.   W.   SAWYER,   Clerk. 
GEORGE    L.   NORRIS, 


JOSEPH    SAWYER, 
WILLIAM    E.   SMITH. 
HARRY  HINMAN. 
L.   P.    WIGGIN. 
P.   F.   FOLSOM. 

Committee. 
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